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Press Release

Autumn in Devon 
This autumn in Devon is a time for indulging in food festivals, tapping into your artistic side, and exploring the great outdoors. www.visitdevon.co.uk
Devon is a great place for food tourism with its fantastic fresh local produce, and Devon’s autumn food events are a real treat for the taste buds, whether it be a Michelin starred three course meal or a jelly fight.
The Devon Celebration of Food is exactly what it says on the tin – a month full of events celebrating local food and drink producers, retailers and eateries in locations throughout Devon. http://twitter.com/CelebrationFood.
At the 10 day Exmoor Food Festival from 1st – 9th October, children can take part in a jelly fight whilst the adults treat themselves to a cookery lesson or discover the ale and cider trails. There will also be moorland food walks, seafood evenings and food fairs. www.exmoorfoodfesrival.co.uk.
A staple of Devon’s event calendar, Dartmouth Food Festival, as well as the food stalls, cookery demos, tastings and workshops, will have top chefs including Mitch Tonks and Fergus Henderson competing in a cook-off challenge and Valentine Warner cooking at Tonks’ harbourside Seahorse Restaurant.  21st – 23rd Oct, www.dartmouthfoodfesrival.com.
For a slower-paced foodie experience, book a Garden Tour and Lunch at Two Michelin star Michael Caines’ Gidleigh Park on 27th Oct.  www.gidleigh.com. 

Once a major centre for herring fishing, Clovelly celebrates this humble fish each year at the Clovelly Herring Festival, where the cobbled streets and ancient harbour of the north Devon village come alive with street entertainment, shanty singers, local stalls and herrings for supper!
20th November  http://clovelly.co.uk/events.php  Entry to Clovelly costs £5.95 per adult, £3.75 per child.  
For those waiting for an opportunity to dust off their walking boots, now’s the time with walking festivals in both north and south Devon this autumn:


For more information on lots of walking related events, check out the South Devon Walking Festival, 23rd – 26th Sept, www.southdevonwalkingfestival.co.uk  or North Devon & Exmoor Walking Festival, 30 Sep – 3 Oct, www.exmoorwalkingfestival.co.uk .
Or to watch the sports pros, spectators can head to Plymouth Hoe for the second leg of the America’s Cup World Series where some of the world's best sailors will compete in the spectacular natural amphitheatre of Plymouth Sound. 10th – 18th Sept, http://www.americascup.com/en/Latest/News/2011/7/Countdown-to-ACWS---Plymouth/ .
For a slice of culture, exhibitions and festivals celebrating local and guest artists, musicians and writers alike are in full swing over the autumn months:
Works by celebrated artist Robert Lenkiewicz will be exhibited at Torquay’s Torre Abbey until 2nd October including The Death and the Maiden theme which counterpoints death and decay with the potential for new life.  The exhibit includes numerous works which have not been exhibited since Lenkiewicz’s death.  http://www.torre-abbey.org.uk/events.php?eID=61 .
If classical music is more your style, The Two Moors Festival brings together a series of classical music concerts on venues across Exmoor and Dartmoor and various other locations. 
13-22 Oct www.thetwomoorsfestival.com. 

More of a book worm, then The Appledore Book Festival, a nine day celebration of literature, will host a variety of various events including Peter Sisson’s story, poetry by Martin Bell OBE and afternoon tea with Penny Vincenzi. 24th Sept – 2nd October www.appledorebookfestival.co.uk. 
A celebration of the life and works of Devon’s most famous local and queen of crime takes place in September in locations on the English Riviera that she called home. The Agatha Christie Festival will include cruises down the River Dart with a local historian, staging of Christie’s ‘Verdict’ and an ‘in character’ lunch at the art deco Burgh Island Hotel. 11th-18th September, www.englishriviera.co.uk/agathachristie/festival.
Perhaps as the nights draw in, you find yourself with a hankering to create your own artistic endeavour? At Devon Open Studios local artists and craftspeople open their studios allowing visitors to buy art direct from the creator, see demonstrations and even have a go themselves.  

3rd – 18th Sept www.devonartistnetwork.co.uk/AboutDOS.
From 17th Sept to 4th Dec, Plymouth will host The British Art Show 7: In the Days of the Comet showcasing 39 different British contemporary artists including George Shaw and David Noonan.
www.plymouth.gov.uk/homepage/creativityandculture/artdevelopment/artsprojects/britishartsshow.htm.

 For more information about Visit Devon, contact Rosie Bates, General Manager, T/: 01392 332828 or M/: 07854 952 352 or E/: rosie@visitdevon.co.uk 
or go to www.visitdevon.co.uk.
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About Visit Devon

Visit Devon is the destination management organisation responsible for promoting Devon to the world. The organisation acts as a voice for tourism in Devon and its aim is simple - to increase the number of visitors to Devon by promoting the county as a year-round destination for business or leisure. The organization brings together, adds value to and enhances the work and activities undertaken by the six Area Tourism Partnerships across the county. Visit Devon is committed to growing the tourism sector sustainably, increasing the skills within the industry, and raising the quality of the visitor experience.

Visit Devon is a public-private partnership limited by guarantee. The not for profit company comprises nine member organizations including the six Area Tourism Partnerships (The Heart of Devon, Visit Plymouth, North Devon+, The Dartmoor Partnership, The English Riviera Tourist Board, and Visit South Devon, Devon County Council, The Devon Association of Tourist attractions (DATA), and Devon Farms. Visit Devon is the trading name of Destination Devon Ltd                      
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