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Royal Albert Memorial Museum Exeter (RAMM)
Home to a Million Thoughts
 
One of Britain’s finest regional museums re-opens to the public on 15 December 2011 after a multi-million pound redevelopment with an spectacular programme of exhibitions with paintings by Monet, Canaletto and early photographs from the Royal Collection.

Into the Light (15 December 2011 to 11 March 2012) is an exhibition of French and British painting from Impressionism to the early 1920s. It includes paintings by Monet, Renoir, Stanhope Forbes and Pissarro. Sam Smiles, Emeritus Professor of Art History at Plymouth University and Tate Research Fellow, who lives in the city of Exeter, curated the exhibition for RAMM it then tours to Compton Verney in 2012. 
 
The RAMM exhibition, The Road to Rome: Artists and Travellers on the Grand Tour (15 December 2011 to 6 May 2012) follows John Rolle Walter’s journey through Italy and explore the wider history of the 18th century Grand Tour. In Rome he was painted by Pompeo Batoni, the greatest Italian portraitist of the 18th century. RAMM has recently acquired the magnificent Batoni portrait with support from the Heritage Lottery Fund, Artfund and MLA/V&A Purchase Grant Fund. The exhibition includes two masterful views of Venice by Canaletto from the Royal Collection and a spectacular painting of Vesuvius in eruption by Joseph Wright of Derby from the Tate. 

An exhibition from the Royal Collection features the extraordinary photographs of Roger Fenton (1819-69) and Julia Margaret Cameron (1815-79) (15 December 2011 to 1 April 2012) two of Britain’s most accomplished 19th century photographers. Queen Victoria and Prince Albert were enthusiastic patrons of photography. Roger Fenton had unprecedented access to the private life of the royal family; whilst Julia Margaret Cameron’s portraits were unlike anything produced by studio-based photographers of the day.

RAMM’s Redevelopment project:
RAMM has been one of the South West’s key cultural institutions for over a 140 years and this is the building’s first major development since its foundation. On 16 December 2011 Exeter’s Royal Albert Memorial Museum (RAMM) reopens after a multi-million pound refurbishment. 

Late 20th century fittings and additions have been stripped out uncovering original architectural features and revealing the splendour of the original Victorian spaces. The redevelopment includes a new exhibition gallery, and modern entrance from Rougemont Gardens and special access onto the city wall. The extended museum has a suite of state-of-the-art exhibition galleries allowing RAMM to bring to the South West significant loans and exhibitions from national partners. Heritage Lottery Funding has provided £9.5 million to the project, with Exeter City Council providing the majority of the funding. 

250,000 people visit RAMM every year. New galleries tell the story of Devon and Exeter from the prehistoric to the present and showcase the collections and collectors that have helped RAMM to become one of Britain’s finest regional museums. But RAMM is more than a local museum. Its internationally important world cultures and natural history collections tell a story of global exploration and collecting in the 18th and 19th centuries.

As visitors explore the new RAMM they will also witness an all round sensory experience by interacting with four contemporary pieces by internationally renowned and award winning artists. Paintings by Maria Lalic have been integrated into the building and epitomise the South West's geology through their use of pigments made from rock samples. Jolts of memories are enlivened through smell in a new central gallery display created by artist Nicky Hirst. Blast Theory draw you into the collections by inviting you to listen in on a not-so-everyday phone call. Flocks of birds, as if escaping from the collections, are beautifully depicted in Michelle McKinney’s fine woven metal sculptures. Supported by Arts Council England.

For further information please contact: 
Rob Mackenzie, Marketing Assistant (t) 01392 665317
rammmail@exeter.gov.uk
Royal Albert Memorial Museum & Art Gallery
Queen Street, Exeter, EX4 3RX
T 01392 665 858
Open Monday to Saturday, 10am to 5pm
Admission free
 
http://www.rammuseum.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/RAMMuseum
http://twitter.com/#!/RAMMuseum 

Images (left to right): Claude Monet (1840 – 1926), The Museum at La Havre, courtesy The National Gallery, London | Canaletto, The mouth of the Grand Canal looking west towards the Carita, courtesy the Royal Collection, HM Queen Elizabeth II | Thomas Carlyle 1867 photographed by Julia Margaret Cameron, courtesy the Royal Collection, HM Queen Elizabeth II
