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Dear Mr/Mrs XXXXXXX,
Furnished Holiday Lettings
I am concerned about the recent announcement that from 6th April 2010 rules for furnished holiday letting accommodation in the UK will be repealed. The Furnished Holiday Lettings rules were introduced in 1983 to encourage private owners to let property and improve the quality and quantity or tourist accommodation throughout the UK. Currently, the providers of furnished holiday lettings benefit from reliefs on income tax, capital gains tax, inheritance tax, and pension contributions, however, the recent announcement will change all of this and Devon tourism will be hugely affected.
It is estimated that Devon could lose up to 140,000 visitors and this could have a negative impact of more than £42 million* to the value of tourism from next year if the new tax threats become reality, as the new tax plans will force many owners to abandon their holiday let business. This move will not only threaten second home owners, but also self catering units and static caravans.

As a business in Devon that relies heavily on tourism, this move will have a detrimental effect and could put us out of business. This is an unwanted complication of the tax system at the worst possible economic time. 
I would be grateful if you could raise my concerns with Rt Hon Alistair Darling MP, who I believe is responsible for these changes and I look forward to receiving a response shortly.
Yours sincerely

* Assuming 10% of all properties cease to trade as furnished holiday lets. Figures are based on 22,000 furnished holiday lettings, assuming an average of four occupants over 16 weeks of letting. The Value of Tourism study for 2007 shows that visitors booking furnished-holiday-let accommodation spend an average of £302 each. 
