14 June 2011
The Big Bat Count on Dartmoor
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There are still a few places available on a special free workshop to help you understand more about our native bat population. Dartmoor National Park Authority (DNPA), in partnership with the Bat Conservation Trust (BCT), will be running a workshop on Saturday 2 July 2011 about bats in Britain and Dartmoor.

Naomi Barker, Ecologist, Dartmoor National Park Authority said:

‘This workshop will provide people with an understanding of British bats, with a focus on those that are most commonly found in the Dartmoor National Park. Participants will learn where bats live and what they need to survive, and why the National Park is so important for bats.’  

The workshop is linked to the Big Bat Count, a national voluntary survey, which is being held over the weekend of 23/24 July, but can be carried out on any day within three weeks of that weekend (between 2 July and 14 August 2011).

The Big Bat Count is aimed at beginners and is an excellent way of contributing to BCT’s National Bat Monitoring Programme. You do not need any prior knowledge of bats to take part in the survey, but for those who would like to know more about these enigmatic creatures, the workshop will provide extra information which you can use to help with the Big Bat Count.

The workshop will start on 2 July at 7.30pm, finishing at 11pm, with a refreshment break. The minimum age for participants is 16 years. Pre-booking is essential. The venue is DNPA’s Headquarters at Parke, Bovey Tracey. Parking is available at the venue.

For further information and to book a place, please ring Gemma Timberlake on (01626) 831025 or Naomi Barker on (01626) 831091, by Tuesday 28 June 2011 (Please note DNPA reserves the right to cancel if there is insufficient demand).  There is no charge for the day.  

Tea, coffee and biscuits will be provided, but please eat before coming to the workshop, or bring a sandwich. The workshop will include a short walk around the Parke Estate, so please ensure you have suitable warm /waterproof clothing with you.
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Notes for Editors

This workshop is part of the BCT Count Bat Project. Count Bat is a nation-wide project, supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund, to inspire a more diverse range of people to get involved in conserving bats. For more information go to the Bat Conservation Trust
Bats are under threat from loss of roosting and feeding sites. They are commonly found in houses, especially if situated near to a watercourse or woodland. A large number of roosts have been found in houses in the National Park. Bats will roost in the smallest of cracks in your wall or your roof as well as in bat-boxes. They do not cause damage to your property, but they will eat the mosquitoes in your garden.

Dartmoor National Park Authority’s purposes under the Environment Act 1995 are:

·  to conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of the National Park; 

·  to promote opportunities for the understanding and enjoyment of the special qualities of the area by the public. 

In carrying out this work, we are also required to seek to foster the economic and social well-being of local communities within the National Park.

· BCT is the only national organisation solely devoted to the conservation of bats and their habitats in the UK. BCT is looking for more volunteers to take part in the bat surveys. There is a wide range of surveys suited to all levels of experience and knowledge. For more information about taking part, contact the Bat Helpline on 0845 1300 228 or visit the Bat Conservation Trust 

· Bats can tell us a lot about the state of the environment, as they are top predators of common nocturnal insects that are sensitive to insecticide/pesticide usage, land use practices, water quality and also night-time temperatures. 

· Volunteers are at the heart of bat conservation in the UK. Last year alone, almost 1,000 people took part in the NBMP surveys, and more sites are being monitored than ever before. The level of commitment and dedication shown by the volunteers is inspiring. They venture out in the evening to numerous sites, often making several repeat visits during the year, to ensure the monitoring is consistent. Volunteers also undertake  ‘roost visits’  providing free advice to householders who have bats in their house, and run the out of hours service for the National Bat Helpline, which offers free information and advice on bats, directly saving the lives of thousands of bats every year and providing help and education on bat issues to the general public. 

· The National Bat Monitoring Programme was established in 1996 and aims to provide governmental and non-governmental organisations with accurate information on which to base advice relevant to the conservation needs of bats, identify bat population changes and to suggest likely causes. More information is available at the Bat Conservation Trust 

· The National Bat Monitoring programme is part-funded by Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) is the statutory adviser to Government on UK and international nature conservation, on behalf of the Council for Nature Conservation and the Countryside, the Countryside Council for Wales, Natural England and Scottish Natural Heritage. Its work contributes to maintaining and enriching biological diversity, conserving geological features and sustaining natural systems.   www.jncc.gov.uk 

Agendas for full Dartmoor National Park Authority meetings and Dartmoor National Park Authority planning meetings are available on the Authority's web site.You can receive an e-mail notification each time a News Release is issued by the Dartmoor National Park Authority. Subscribe to Dartmoor National park Authority News.

For News Releases from all UK National Parks visit www.nationalparks.gov.uk (external website, opens new window)

For maps, guide books, trail guides, clothing and other Dartmoor merchandise visit Dartmoor National Park Authority’s Online Shop 

There are 15 members of the National Parks family in the UK: Brecon Beacons, Dartmoor, Exmoor, Lake District, New Forest, Northumberland, North York Moors, Peak District, Pembrokeshire Coast, Snowdonia, South Downs, Yorkshire Dales, Loch Lomond & The Trossachs, the Cairngorms and the Broads.  National Parks are of special value to the whole nation because of their great beauty, their wildlife and cultural interests and the opportunities they offer for quiet enjoyment.  However, they are not nationally owned - the land is in the hands of many landowners or occupiers including farmers.  Over 34,500 people live in Dartmoor National Park and many millions of visits are made to it each year.

